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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
2nd ANNUAL PARKDALE CULTURAL MOSIAC FESTIVAL

Charity Fundraiser

Toronto, June 8, 2004 - Parkdale Mosaic Association (PMA) will hold its 2nd Annual Parkdale Cultural Mosaic Festival on June 12, 2004.  The Festival will take place on Cowan Avenue.  Mosaic Main Stage performances will be staged in Masaryk-Cowan Park and in front of Parkdale Public Library. Workshops will be held in the library throughout the day.  The evening program will present Mosaic HeatWave: Rhythm of the Street – The region’s 1st Annual Multicultural Street Dance.  The Festival seeks to raise funds for the children’s charitable organization, Stay Alert, Stay Alive.

2003 initiated a new era of multiculturalism in Parkdale.  Last year, the 1st Annual Parkdale Cultural Mosaic Festival created a vehicle for ethnic groups to come together, under one roof, to showcase their rich diverse culture through traditional music, dance, cuisine, arts and crafts.  Sarmite Bulte, MP for Parkdale/High Park and Parkdale Councillor Kris Korwin-Kuczynski welcomed a capacity audience.  The Audience was then entertained by some of Toronto’s most creative performers, representing many nations; the evening transformed into a spectacular kaleidoscope of colour and rhythm.

Organization History

Dilorece South founded PMA in 2003 for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of increasing understanding and appreciation for diverse cultures, to improve relations among ethnic groups of the Parkdale Community and increasingly throughout the City of Toronto.  The Festival strives to increase tolerance by providing opportunities to develop new friendships, new interests, and an effective sense of Community. Toronto provides many opportunities for PMA to pursue its initiatives. The City is said to be the most culturally diverse city in the world, according to the United Nations.  On coming to Canada, new immigrants first settle in Parkdale: there are over 40 ethnic groups residing in the region.  Of hosting the Mosaic in Parkdale, Festival Organizers can genuinely say, “See the World in Parkdale”.  The phrase was coined by Jocelyn Pollard, a board member of the Mosaic Association who has lived in Parkdale for 20 years and has experienced the evolution of the region.  Pollard initiated the Friends of Fuller Association; the group organizes 10 community festivals annually.

“’See the World in Parkdale.’  I love it,” says South.  The same sentiment was echoed by last year’s audience when remarking on their experience at the 1st Annual Cultural Mosaic Festival.  The PMA also walks the walk.  “I’m thrilled that the Mosaic is reflected in our membership.”  Fourteen members comprise Mosaic’s Membership, with roots from around the globe: Columbian, Chinese, 
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Indian, Filipino, Caribbean, Nova Scotian, American, among others. “This was my vision when I established the Association last year – cultures integrating to achieve common goals – and it remains my vision.”  South has 10 years experience organizing festivals; she is best known for the scintillating presentations of the Georgetown Pavilion in the Metro International Caravan.  Of her latest initiative, South states, “It’s a dream come true to present the Mosaic Festival in Parkdale for the City.” The 2nd Annual Parkdale Cultural Mosaic Festival has been made possible by the tireless efforts of Mosaic Association members and the generous support of Scotiabank, TD Canada Trust, community partners - including Parkdale Public Library, local sponsors, and the Parkdale BIA.

The Event

For one day, artists, food and craft vendors representing four continents will transform Masaryk-Cowan Park into an international playground.  The International Food Court will include favourites from Kensington Market, Toronto’s acclaimed Malta Bake Shop, Internationally acclaimed Ethiopian Village and Spice, the International Italian Bakery, India Paan’s roast corn and cane juice, and much more.

On the Mosaic Main Stage there will be performances by Badia Star Egyptian Belly Dancers, Japanese kiryuin dancer Noriko, limbo by Afro-Caribbean Dance Performers, steel drummers, Maureen’s Irish Dancers, special Greek performances by children and Sri Lankan youth performances, a special guest performance by the Mapale Latin Band, and much more.  Performing on Stage 2 will be solo artists and duos, with special performances by popular Ciaso entertainer, the Deacon. There are many activities for children in the Kid’s Fun Land, including a jumping castle, face painting, games, and other attractions.  Big kids will be treated to Hanna, shiatsu massage treatments, tango workshops, as well as herbal vinegar workshops, and more.  After diner DJ Benni will host HeatWave – Rhythm of the Street – Parkdale’s first multicultural street dance.  C-Saw Reggae & Calypso Band will heat things up as the band takes Mosaic into the night.

Participants will have all day to take in the festivities.  Opening Ceremonies commence at 12:00 p.m. and will be attended by several dignitaries.  Sarmite Bulte, Chair of the House Committee, Canadian Heritage and MP for Parkdale/High Park will be among the guest speakers.  The day promises to be packed with fun, providing little and bid kids with myriad opportunities for learning about their neighbours’ cultures, discovering new hobbies, and creating new friendships.  On Saturday, June 12th see the world in Parkdale.  Experience the Magic!

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Dilorece South, Festival Coordinator

Parkdale Cultural Mosaic Festival

Tel: (416) 533-1788

E-Mail: parkdalefest@yahoo.ca
http://torontoculture.tripod.com/2004parkdalefest/

